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Hooray!?... 
Last Day of School! 

Han A 5a/(p Summer! 
z^ y May 30,1991 

(USPS 163-760) 
VohJrn* 88. No. 9 

Eagle Pubishing. Inc. 
P.O. Box 67 — 220 E. Main St. 
Eagle Lake. Texas 77434-0067 

409-234-5521 

35* PER COPY 

State threatens to sue owners 
of local cable company 

According to an article on page 2 0 of the Sunday, May 26th, issue of 
the Houston Chronicle, TXH Cablevision of Dallas has been notified by 
the office of Assistant Attorney General Steve Gardner of the state's 
intention to sue the company on six a l l ied violations of the Texas 
Deceptive Trade Practices Act. 

The charges stem from the company's plan to charge subscribers for 
a movie channel widtout subscriber permission. The "Encore" billing 
scheme (as The Chronicle calls it) is a "negative option" according to 
Gardner. 

Cable subscribers in Eagle Lake (which is served by TCI) were 
notified of this "Encore" billing during the past month. 

Odier states are also investigating TCI's Encore billing wiUiin their 
jurisdKtions. 

County Judge visits Council, gives update on Drug Grant 
Colorado County Judge Butch 

Strunk was first on Tuesday night's 
Eagle Lake City Council agenda. 
Strunk was in attendance to update the 
Council on the status of the Muki-
Agency Drug Task Force Grant 

Paramount to the members was 
hearing Strunk, in his own voice, tell 
Council that the administration of the 
grant has been moved from the 
Sheriffs office to Stmnk's office. He 
also presented some forms for foltow-
up information which needs to be 
submitted to die state for the upcom­
ing grant which has been approved. 

Strunk informed Council diat 

Eagle Lake Police Department Weeldy Report 
Friday, May 24di. at 8:31 p.m. die 

Eagle Late Police Depattment was 
called to a major accident at die inter­
section of Soudi McCarty and South 
Austin Road. Officer Clemon 
Johnson responded. Joe Bob 
Ch^man of Eagle Lake was in his 
I98S Chevrolet pickup driving easton 
Soudi McCarty and turning onto 
Austin Road. Chapman turned in front 
of a 1977 Ford driven by Frank Morris 
Ashton, also of Eagle Lake. Ashton 
was west bound on Soudi McCarty. 
Chapman and Jean Crawford of Eagle 
Lake, who was a passenger in Chap­
man's truck, were taken to Eagle Lake 
Community Hospital where diey were 
treated and later released. 

Officer Jim Staude responded to 
an accident reported Saturday at 2:08 
pjn. at the intersection of Murphy and 
Guadalupe Streets. Locodio Coidova 
of Eagle Lake, driving a blue 1984 
Ford pickup struck die right back side 
of Martha Flores' 1986 Chevrolet 
Van. Cordova was taken to die Eagle 
Lake Community Hospital by his 
daughter in a private vehicle. ^ 

A third accident was reported to 
Officer Suude Sunday, May 25di, at 
10:57 p.m This was a hit and run. A 

Mn. McBride of SmidiviUe was west 
bound on East Main in a 1990 Mer­
cury when an unknown vehicle ran a 
stop sign at Allen and East Main SL 
The vehk:le made a wide right turn, 
went across die center stripe and 
struck McBride's vehicle. Witnesses 
informed police that the odier vehkle 
was a maroon two-door widi a vinyl 
top and was occupied by three people. 
The witnesses could not give a de­
scription of die occupants. McBride 
was taken to die E^gle Lake Commu­
nity Hospital where she was treated 
for minor injuries. 

Chief Villarreal was called to a 
burglary at 500 Soudi Austin Road on 
Monday, May 27di, at 12:30p.m. Mrs. 
Elizabedi McAfee of Apt. 8, Solar 
Hills Apts., had been out of town and 
returned home to fuid her apartment 
broken into. An Emerson microwave 
and a Zenidi color television were 
taken. 

Another burglary was reported to 
Chief Villarreal on Monday, May 
27di, at 3:40 p.m. This one was at die 
Presbyterian Church located at 106 E. 
State. Rev. Charles Miller reported die 
kitchen had been broken into and a GE 
microwave oven and Zenidi VCR 

were stolen. On Tuesday afternoon, 
police received information on a sub­
ject attempting to sell a VCR and 
microwave. The subject was located 
and die items were recovered. They 
were die items taken from die Presby­
terian Church. The Eagle Lake Police 
Department gready appreciates the 
caller's information. 

Charges were filed recently 
against H. M. Benge on a complaint 
signed by die parents of a juvenile. 

(See Police Report, Page 12) 

$10,000 of die Department of Public 
Safety confiscated funds (previously 
promised by Sheriff Bill Esieriing) 
would go toward die drug grant When 
reminded diat die funds were not re­
leased yet, Strunk said, "They have 
die okay and diey should have it (die 
money) soon." When questioned 
about his source of diis information, 
Strunk said it was the same person 
who had promised die larger amount 
earlier and caused so much trouble 
widi Eagle Lake's budget 

Councilman Don Bendy brought 
up a question concerning die dispersal 
of funds in die past which he had 
remembered as questionable. He was 
referring to die storage bill on previ­
ously confiscated vehicles which 
were ultimately returned to dieir 
owners and all the Task Force was left 
widi was die expense of storage. 
Bendy asked Strunk, "Who makes 

diese decisions?" Stiiink's reply was, 
"That came out of die Sheriffs De­
partment and diat was somediing diat 
was unfortunate. The way it was 
handled was worse dian unfortunate." 

Strunk said he would also like any 
fiiture Juvenile Grants to be admini­
stered by die County Judge's office. 

During die discussion of grant 
funds, confusion surfaced over the 
amount shown on a report prepared by 
County Auditor Raymie Kana. It 
showed die City of Eagle Lake had 
overpaid die present grant, but diere 
had been no income into die Grant 
Fund other than die monies from die 
state, Cokirado County and die City of 
Eagle Lake. The Cities of Columbus 
and Weimar had previously opted for 
a lump sum payment at the end of die 
grant period. 

Mayor Roy Van Nort suggested 
Strunk have Kana call Acting-City 

Manager Lucille Perry to explain die 
Grant Fund income and expenditMes 
presented by Stnmk. The folk)w-up 
information will be expedited lo 
Stnmk's office when diese figures are 
clarified and die Gty could "see 
where we stand on diis year's before 
we go 10 next year's" according to Vai 
Noft 

In odier business. Council... 
•Voted to change die time of dte' 

June 11 di meeting to 5 p.m. in order to 
reduce die conflict widi die presenta­
tion to be given General Joe N. Frazar 
III at die Community Center dut eve­
ning. (See Newsbrief for more infor­
mation.) 

•Apjxoved die request by Cky 
Engineer John Mercer to caned the 
bids on sandblasting and painting die 
water storage tuiks until he has had 

(Sec City Cmindi, Page 12) 

Owner wants more 'compensation'... 

Land dispute brought before 
Commissioners' Court 

First diing Tuesday morning, 
Colorado County Commissioners' 
(iourt got hit with bodi barrels from 

•Sj'lffl^ 

NjWiBRfEFS ] 
Guest speaker at Methodist Church Sunday 

Mrs. Janet Dupr6 will be die speaker at die United Mediodist Church diis 
Sunday. Janet pastors die Rock Island Mediodist Church. 

The congregation is pleased to have her talk during die change of ministers. 
Rev. Larry Bailey will begin his duties here and in Garwood on June 9di. Rev. 
Charles Runk. former UMC pastor, is retiring and has built a home in Mason. 

Thrift Shop 'Clearance Sale' this weekend 
The Prairie Edge Museum Thrift Shop wilt have a clearance sale from 1 to 

5 p.m. Friday, May 31. There will be many wonderful bargains. The Thrift Shop 
will also be open from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Saturday, June 1. 

The shop will dien be closed until August 17 at which time it will be open 
from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

''Operation Desert Storm" program June 11 
General Joe N. Frazar 111, son of Brigadier General and Mrs. Joe N. Frazar 

Jr. of Eagle Lake, will be at die Eagle Lake Community Center to present a 
program on "Operation Desen Storm" on Tuesday, June 11 beginning at 7:30 
p.m. He will tell of die time he spent in Saudi Arabia during Desert Storm. He 
has been designated by die U.S. Government to go around to different 
communities speaking on the Persian Gulf War. 

WIntermann Library's 'Camp Wanna-Read' 
Scheduled diis conning week at Eagle Lake's Wintermann Library are: 

Wednesday, June 5, Story Hour, Mrs. Wanda Center, Camp Wanna-Read and 
Thursday, June 6, Uie movies will be The Cricket and die Tuba, Foolish Frog, 
Frederick and Curious George at die Ballet All activities begin at 2:30 p.m. 

Retired Teachers Association meeting 

I 

Anderson selected as 
finalist in TASSP program 

Darryl Anderson, Rice High School's 1991 Valedk:iorian pictured above 
widi Principal Fred Grahmann, has been selected by die Texas Association of 
Secondary School Principals (TASSP) as a fmalist in dieir Academic Excel­
lence Award Program. This is die diird year TASSP has conducted die program 
to recognize stu&nts for dieir outstanding academic achievements. 

Over 200 senior students were nominated by dieir high school principals 
based on die student's academk; grade point average, score(s) on scholastic 
aptitude tests (SAT/ACT), pursuit of advanced dipk)mas, and other evidence 
of exceptional academic abilities. Each nominee was asked to write a moni­
tored 300-500 word essay to submit widi die applcation. From diis group of 
outstanding scholars, 20 were chosen for die TASSP All State Academic Team 
and 30 were chosen as fmalists. 

As a finalist in die program, Darryl is to be congratulated for his superior 
scholarship. 

Peggy Murrin and her attorney HJ'. 
Hafcom concerning die county's tak-
ii^ in an additional portion of her land 
on County Road 281 (Richter Road 
nordi of die Borden area). 

Former Commissioner Rafael 
Veselka apparendy had promised 
Murrin to do some work on her land if 
the wouM alk>w die county to use up 
to 10feetofherlandonacurveof28l. 
First, Halcom stated die land in ques­
tion was approximately 30' x 200", 
pointing out it was difficult to estimate 
due to die curvature of die road. Then, 
Murrin "guessed" die county had used 
approxiinately 15 feet A letter Murrin 
wrote to Commissioner Johnny Elst-
ner said die agreement was for a 10 
foot wide stretch. Elstner approxi­
mates die usage as 3'x 175'. As one can 
see, diere is a definite disagreement 
about the amount of land involved. 

According to Halcom, a verbal 
agreement was reached widi Veselka 
in die presence of witnesses. The woilc 
to be done was, according to Murrin's 
recent letter to Elstner, deepening and 
enlargement of her slock pond to her 
satisfaction, restocking of die pond 
and laying and re-seeding of tt^il 
around die pond. Murrin says die pond 
is now a mud hole. Commissioner 
Elstner vehemendy disagreed and 
showed odier members of die court 
die amount spent in man-hours and 
equipment 

After bickering back and forth. 
Hakom staled, "It doesn't matter how 
much die county said diey spent 1^ 
work hasn't been done to her 
(Murrin's) satisfaction and diat was 
die agreement" He went on to add. 

"Eidier die county lives up lo die 
agreement or it doesn't If it doesn't, 
die county does not have die right to 
use die road." 

At diis point County Judge Butch 
Strunk explained diat Murrin did in­
deed own die land up to the middle of 
County Road 281, but die county had 
prescriptive easement This means the 
couiuy built and maintains the road 
even diough it does not own die land. 
But die landowner does not have dw 
riglK 10 impede traffic or make any' 
changes to die road such as putting 
fence posts in die right of way. 

Even diough die amount spent so 
far by die county was not made public. 
Commissioner Jerome Wicke did 
comment diat die expenditure was in 
die ndghboftiood of $3 per square 
foot of land (apparendy using 
Elstner's estimate of die size of die 
strip). Revening this calculation re­
sults in an expenditure to die county d 
$1575 for 525 square feet of land (or 
0.1205 acres); acost of over$130,000 
per acre. 

Commissioner Elstner added, "I 
do not feel die county owes anydiing 
above what has been done." Widi tfiat 
Strunk dianked Halcom and Murrin 
for coming and moved on to die next 
agenda item. 

In other business, Commission­
ers... 

•Approved die adveitisenient for 
bids to purchase a lawn mower. Strunk 
explained diey would also gadier esti­
mates for an overhaul of die oM one 
and decide which would be die most 

(See Commissioiiers, Page 12) 

Firefighters extend training experience 
Several members of die Eagle 

Lake Volunteer Fire Department re-
cendy participated in die 5di Annual 
Columbus Fire School heki at die 
Columbus Fire Training Field and 
sponsored by die Fire Protection 
Training Division of the Engineering 
Extension Servce of Texas A&M 
University. 

Instnictois and participams for all 

The (jolorado County Association of Retired Teachers will meet at 
Schobels' Restaurant in Columbus at noon, June 3. 1991. This will be due-
paying time for members. All Colorado County teachers who are retiring diis 
year are invited to be luncheon guests. 

Workshop, Women's Day next weekend 
The missionary department of die White Cloud Baptist Church invites you 

to dieir Annual Christian Workshop Saturday, June 8, from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. The 
dieme is "Standing on The Promises of God". Their Annual Women's Day is 
SHnd|ay, June 9 at 3 p.m. Rev. G.W. Garic. pastor of Greater Smidi Chapel 
Baptist CSiurch will be die speaker. 

July 4th parade to honor all servicemen 
The Ej«le Lake Oiamber of Commerce will sponsor a parade to honor die 

servicemen and women who participated in "Operation Desert Storm" Mid an 
odier w » veterans on Thursday, July 4di. The parade wiU begin at 10 a.m. 
Please notify the lervicenian or woman in your family so diey can leave in time 
to be here for diis occasion. For further information, contact Enota Gertson at 
die Chamber Office, 234-2780, between 8 a.m. and noon, Monday dirough 
Friday. 

Juneteenth Celebration coming June 15th 
The JunetBiehdi Oiebration wUI be held on Saturday, June I Sdi. at dK Eagle 

Ldx (3ty Pa t . Boodis are available. Call 234-2067. 

classes were from departments 
duoughout Colorado County and sur­
rounding counties. 

Firemen attending die training 
session on "Occults and die Fiie Serv­
ice" were Melvin Stancik, Harold 
Raabe, CHiuck Stephens and Thurston 
Webb. The session on "Rescue" was 
attended by Peter Canaris widi 
Stephens and Ray Obenhaus serving 
as instnictors. 

Mr. Webb was die instrurmridc 
die training sesskm on die "Liquid Pe­
troleum Gas Project" Local firemen 
BiUy Cook and Vance Cornian re­
ceived instruction on diis session. 
Canaris also attended sessions on 
"Foam Equipment" and "Positive 
Pressure Ventilation." 

Cook and Connan added to dietr 
training experience by attending addi­
tional sessions on Ti t Fire", "Self-
contained Brndiiag Apparatus and 
SmokdKWse" and "Hand Extiafiiik-
erx." 

SMvral mamlMra of th« Eagle Laha 
BMrolaum Gas Prafact eondudad 
i t a bialruclor far dw training 


